1/15 
H. NISHIKAWA 
JP9 1999 0204 US1 



FIG. 1 



100 

_z_ 



Application 
program 
(AP) 



200 



Database 
manage- 
ment 
system 



300 



310 

Z_ 

Hierarchical 
link table 



T 



320 



Hierarchical 
node database 

Database 
system 



FIG. 2 



Database (Entity) A 



10 



Database (Entity) B 



12 



FIG. 3 





Hierarchical link table x 










\ 




Hierarchical node database 
(Entity) A 




Hierarchical node database 
(Entity) B 



10 



12. 



2/15 

JP9 1999 0204 US1 



FIG. 4 

Database relationship viewed from a specific application program 
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Data storage method using hierarchical link table 
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FIG. 5 

Entities required for application 
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Discount calculation structure for a specific client 
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Hierarchical node database: Product catalog 
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Aggregate charge structure for a specific client 
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